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Fairytales are our foundation myths, reflections not just the manifestation of our own 
Freudian psychosexual neuroses but of the fears and aspirations of our communities. For 
diasporas everywhere they provide roots that creep back in time and place to a utopian or 
dystopian ancestral home. As the digital age pulls us increasingly into communities not just 
geographically dispersed but born in diaspora (and often, ironically, subsequently drawn 
together physically), fairytales will inevitably be recycled and refreshed to form the 
foundation myths of these new societies – ones that have no physical homeland, whose 
communal roots lie lodged in the internal, not the external, lives of their members. What 
better time to re-examine the way fairytales relate our individual psyches to our social 
networks, and ask: Have we reached a tipping point in the evolution of collective cultural 
consciousness, where we can opt freely in and out of communities, picking up and leaving 
behind their roots as we go? Are there any universal archetypes left? 
 
Once Upon a Time in a Gallery is a two month exhibition featuring words, art, and music by 
more than twenty international artists. The hyperlinked, flitting, rootless style of curation of 
this exhibition invites the audience to reflect on this rootlessness, and whether, when they 
find themselves lost in today’s dark forest, there is any gingerbread trail to lead them to 
safety. 
 
 

See the full exhibition from Feb 1st to March 31st at 

http://www.eightcuts.com 



Quenntis Ashby 

 
Born in 1976 in Durban, South Africa, I fell in love with the stage and the page during a 
Drama degree and the fall of Apartheid. After graduating in 1996, I discovered a love for 
Dance and joined the UCT Ballet School in Cape Town for a BMus in Classical Ballet. I 
danced for Cape Town City Ballet and then CATS; The  
Musical World Tour before retiring with an ankle injury. At present I teach English in 
Taiwan while writing every day. I'm working towards getting published, one word at a time.  
Blog: http://www.redroom.com/member/Quenntis 
Poetry Blog: http://quenntis.wordpress.com/ 
 

Sessha Batto 
 

 
Sessha turned to writing full time two years ago after a twenty year stint in video production 
editing, scripting and creating motion graphics.  Her first novel Strength of Will is currently 
being edited for re-release.  Her short story Wintersong appears in Dancing in the Dark - An 
Anthology of Erotica.  Her latest novel, Shinobi, is out on query. 
http://www.sesshabattousai.com. 



 

Michele Brenton 
 

 
Michele Brenton was born and brought up in Swansea, South Wales and shares her birthdate 
and birthplace with the slightly more famous and considerably more dead poet - Dylan 
Thomas. 
 
At the end of 2009 Michele rashly embarked on a mission to publish in twelve months a 
seven book paperback series of popular accessible poetry: Alternative Poetry Books - Yellow 
edition and Alternative Poetry Books - Pink edition are widely available as is the Blue edition. 
The Yellow edition actually reached number 31 in the UK Amazon Poetry Bestseller's List in 
December 2009. 
 
She would dearly love to be able to think of something interesting to put here - but the best 
way to find out about her is to read her stuff. It is short and has funny bits. Whereas this is 
only short. 
 
She can be found in various places on the internet: poetry4fun.blog.co.uk , poems-2-
share.blog.co.uk , banana.blog.co.uk , on Twitter as @banana_the_poet and on Facebook as 
Michele Poet 
 



Peter Brooks 

 
 
'Born London, travelled extensively, Peter S Brooks now lives and works in Cardiff. His first 
novel, The Alchemy of Chance, was published by Tangerine Tree Press in December last 
year.' 
You can find him at: 
http://www.tangerinetreepress.com 
http://tangerinetreepress.blogspot.com 
  
pshelleyb@googlemail.com 
 

Robert Dean 
 
Robert Dean is a freelance writer, author, poet from New Orleans, LA. Born on the 
Southside of Chicago in 1981, he studied English and writing throughout his formative 
school career but never considered it something more than a hobby. After taking a 
compositional writing class his senior year of high school and meeting a teacher that changed 
his perspective on the art, he decided to take up writing as a career, for better or worse. 
 Graduating with top honors from the Chicago center of broadcasting, he learned the 
journalism side of writing. While the other students were busy getting ready to look good on 
camera, he was too busy reading books.  
Dean has worked for NBC, ABC, The Michiana Entertainer, and has had freelance pieces 
published in online journals and has also has contributed to various independent zines that 
have came and gone throughout the years. 
Currently, he is a contributor to Truthaboutmusic.com and yourteamreallysucks.com. 
 He has also written for the world-renowned Offbeat music magazine and has gotten to 
write about and interview some of the most exciting musicians to come out of New Orleans. 
He also writes for the Quarter Rat, an insider magazine for the service industry of the 
French Quarter.  
Leaving Chicago to pursue his writing career, Dean moved to Louisiana to seek out new 
ways to expand his mind and dive into a life where fiction meets reality. Since the move, he’s 
written a full length novel titled “In the arms of nightmares” that is currently being shopped 
for publication and is writing a second novel along with continuing work on his collection of 



short stories titled “The snakes in the garden.” His story “Blue Eyeliner” has been published 
in Open Heart Press’s “An Honest Lie”. He’s also written everything from stories to bad 
music reviews in the punk rock zines that have came and gone from coast to coast.  
 
 
 
You can stalk him at: www.twitter.com/Rober_Dean and Robertdeansworld.tumblr.com 
 

Roland Denning 

 
 
Roland Denning is a writer and filmmaker. 
He lives in London. 
www.TypeOfThing.com 
 

Emma Dougherty 
 

Emma Dougherty is a UK based artist and animator who works with a range of materials 
including clay, found objects, stamps and digital art. 

She started out as a teacher, teaching herself Photoshop, Illustrator, After Effects, stop 
motion animation and ceramics in her spare time. She enjoyed it all so much that she has 
moved full time into running stop motion animation courses as well as pursuing her own art. 

Her prevailing fascination is with the Radcliffe Camera, Oxford, and portraying it in new and 
quirky ways. 

Her exhibition RAD Cam! runs from January 15th-February 13th 2011 at the O3 Gallery, 
and forms the backdrop to our show. She can be found at 
http://www.emmadougherty.com/ 



Richard Dowling 
Richard Dowling was born in London but now lives in northern Spain. When he's not 
making a racket with a guitar he enjoys writing. You can contact him at 
richard_dowling@hotmail.com 
 
Junkfood are Mani: Voice, Jacob: Drums, Richie D: Guitar and Juanjo: Bass. The group are 
based in La Coruña, Northern Spain and you can contact them at 
richard_dowling@hotmail.com. More information on their myspace page at 
www.myspace.com/junkfoodspain.com 
 
Sweet Home Productions is the partnership of Richie D and Carlos Santos. Carlos 
undertook production and vocal duties on this track. More information at 
www.myspace.com/sweethomeproductions. Contact: richard_dowling@hotmail.com 
 
 
 

Marija Fekete-Sullivan 
Marija is the author of THE MERMAID'S DREAM, internationally illustrated picture book. 
You can find her at www.bestforwriters.com and sirenoteka.webs.com. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Katelan Foisy 

 



Katelan Foisy is a visual artist who specializes in collage and acrylic mixed media paintings.  
Katelan studied illustration at Pratt Institute in Brooklyn NY and started her career in the 
communication arts shortly after graduating in 2001.  Her fine art pieces have been displayed 
at The Worcester Art Museum, Ohio History Museum, Mae West Fest, MODA, Museum of 
Contemporary Art DC, as well as the A&D gallery in London.  
Katelan's ruminative mixed media collages often evoke a gamut of emotion through the rich 
layers and textural combinations.  She is known to use herself as well as her friends in her 
pieces manipulating faces and bodies to create new characters.  This eventually lead her to 
create the They Be We self-portrait project.  Her illustration clients have included, The 
Grammy Awards, Out Magazine, The Progressive and many others.  Her collaged portraits 
and  mixed-media paintings have graced the pages of Scholastic Books and the walls of 
Young & Rubicam. Ensemble Studio Theater even had her work grace their stage.  She is 
the art-director for Constellation Magazine. 
In 2010 Katelan released her memoir Blood and Pudding, based on her teenage experiences 
with her cousin and boyfriend. She has read at the London National Poetry Society, hosted 
flash gigs in Oxford, and released "The Shaman" a spoken word piece with ABEARICA.  
Her writing has appeared in Constellation Magazine, Filthy Gorgeous Things, and the Red 
Umbrella Diaries. 
 
A natural empath and medium, Katelan created her own form of energy healing based on 
Native American techniques and applied them into her everyday practices as an artist, healer, 
and reader. She has been trained in traditional reiki and practiced both techniques as well as 
tarot at one of the largest Botanica’s in America before starting her own practice 5 years ago. 
That business eventually lead to her joining forces with Sherene Schostak to for Beneath the 
Half Moon.  She holds public circles with Sherene every month as well as classes and 
cleansing rituals.  Katelan comes from a long line of herbalists, mystics, and healers.  She is 
currently studying Afro-Cuban traditions under her Godfather Ochani Lele and is a 
confirmed child of Eleggua.  In her spare time she blogs, models, and tends to her garden.  
She currently resides in NYC. 
 
Artist Statement: 
 
As a teenager my cousin and I took road trips with no destinations.  We wound up at truck 
stops, coffee shops, graveyards, and the occasional prison.  During these trips I learned the 
art of collage, picking up whatever scraps I could find, and pasting them into my journals. 
 
When I moved to NY I became intrigued with the Beat poets and the erotic literature of 
Anais Nin.  These rich scripts and gritty streets provided me with the palate and textures that 
would become my art. But beneath the grit there was something pure. I adored wandering 
the blocks, ducking into churches to get one brief glance at the art painted across ceilings 
and in windows.  This gave me somewhat of a virgin/whore complex.  Later Dali and Kahlo 
became my artists of choice, and as I integrated into the city I became addicted to the street 
art displayed across the buildings. 
 
The streets continue to provide me with visual stimulation and as time progresses so does 
my work.  I’m interested in the layers beneath the city, the underground worlds, the pulse, 
and the beat.  I still take trips with no destinations, picking up pieces of memorabilia and 



pasting them into my art. And I’m still pretty sure somewhere along the journey there’s that 
pesky complex lying latent in the underlying layers.   
 

 
Paul Freeman  
 
Harriet Goodchild 
 
Harriet Goodchild lives in Oxford and writes fairytales. She can be contacted through eight 
cuts gallery. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Penny Goring 
 

 

IamYouIsWeAreMe 



Lips limping, lone squinting, finger aching, mood swinging, fanny itching, ciggy sagging, 

greasy greying, godless braying, mirror pouting, tether shredding, fickle mourning, art sick, 

dumb 

beggar 

alky 

mum 

daddy pornstar 

dolly motion 

sugar widow 

clock stop 

storm fruit 

panic cell 

blossom bitch 

blood show 

ghost tourist 

devil scammer 

fibbing driver 

knife buzz 

hip flask 

bigger bijoux 

mercy fucker 

bag bird 

labia floribundus: 

flowers from my tongue 

http://pennygoring.wordpress.com  



 
 

Heikki Hietala 

 
 
Heikki learned to read at four but is still trying to learn to write. He usually writes in English, 
which somehow feels more natural at the moment, but is working on a draft of a novel in 
Finnish. Many of his short stories are available at his website at www.sabulo.com, where they 
can be read for free. 
There’s currently about 100,000 words in some 30 finished short stories, most of which are 
slightly supernatural or twisted in nature, but some are out of real life. Heikki is a member of 
Year Zero Writers and The Bookshed, which are writer collectives dedicated to better 
writing.” 
 
 

Helga Hornung 
Helga is an artist and illustrator who can be found at http://www.helga-hornung.de/ 
 
 



Cody James 

 
 
according to a man called william branham, 1977 was the year that armageddon  would come.  
it didn’t. in 1977 elvis died, and i was born.  
i grew up in the east of england,  
the south of france,  
the north of california,  
and the west of texas.  
i write because i need to tell you a story.  
it’s the oldest story in the world,  
it’s the only story in the world.  
cody james is the author of the book and zine, babylon. she is a writer, a filmmaker,  and a 
photographer; an ex punk and an ex meth addict; a satanist and a schizophrenic  
as a musician she has opened for marilyn manson.  
as a writer she has headlined at rough trade east  
on stage she is hypnotic, in person she is magnetic, on the page she is  
unforgettable; in everything she does she wages a guerrilla war on bullshit  
 

Eric Laing 

 



Resides in New York City with his beautiful wife and son on too little sleep. 
http://ericlaing.blogspot.com/ 
 
 

Kirsty Logan 

 
Kirsty Logan mostly writes about books and sex, both fictionally and non-fictionally. She is 
currently working on her first novel, Little Dead Boys, and a short story collection, The 
Rental Heart and Other Fairytales. Her short fiction has been published in around 80 
anthologies and literary magazines, and broadcast on BBC Radio 4. She has a semicolon 
tattooed on her toe, and lives in Glasgow with her girlfriend in a flat full of guitars, 
chandeliers, and half-full notebooks. Say hello at kirstylogan.com. 
 

Sarah E Melville 

 



Sarah E. Melville was born in Fresno, California in 1989, and still resides there with her 
family and her two cats, Baby’s Breath and the Fat One.  She’s been an artist for as long as 
she can remember, and started writing seriously at the age of 13.  To date, she has written 
two novels and is working on a handful (or two) of others, along with a screenplay and a 
poetry anthology.  
Her first book Beautiful Things that Happen to Ugly People was released in June of  
2010.  In short, it is a synthesis of art and literature, blurring the lines between poetry and 
prose, fiction and non-fiction, all narrated by her alter ego, a young man named Paulie.  
As a person, she is equal parts geek and chic, with a brain for languages and absurd  
humour.  She is a rabid fan of both the Gorillaz and DH Lawrence, and will be an 
unashamed Anglophile until the day she dies.  Her secret weapon is dancing and she does 
not care what you think about her outfit.  She looks good. She’s been blogging at http://s-
melville.blogspot.com for over a year about art, nadsat, writing, dead languages, the Gorillaz, 
and all her other strange passions.  A small selection of her artwork can be viewed at 
http://sarahemelville.daportfolio.com.  
 
 
 
 

SARM 
 
Sarm is a French/Sicilian, raised in L.A, London-based Painter. You can find her at 
www.ilovesarm.com 
 

Shannon Moran 
 

 
 
I am a smut peddler from Brooklyn, photographer, burlesque performer and creative 
director. I have a foul mouth, dirty intentions and a workaholic approach to any project I'm 
involved with. I'm addicted to red wine, cuban heel stockings, sock garters and lawn 
flamingos. Chances are when talking with me, I am really just counting down the minutes till 



I get you naked. Currently I am working on a pinup playing card deck to support our Troops 
over seas called "Dollys for Troops", publishing my own magazine and working on a book 
of photography. 
 
Artist Statement:  
 
What if little Red Riding Hood went with the big bad wolf? What if she gave her self 
completely to all of the things she feared most? What if she longs for the wolfs touch for at a 
time weeks in regret and fear that it will never happen again? 
 
What if Cinderella has a thing for mopping floors? A thing for scrubbing on her hands and 
knees looking up at those who look down... 
 
What if Mrs. Fifth Avenue couldn't help but expose herself in winter air - to strangers and 
passersby from a lovers balcony? Pressed tightly against the iron railing as an icy chill clings 
to her nylons. 
 
What if we all disappeared into the black water? 
 
You can find Shannon at  
http://shittyupholstery.blogspot.com     www.Dollysfortroops.org   
 
http://filthygorgeousthings.com/vice/photo-i-get-you-naked 
 

Marc Nash 

 
20 years in the counterculture working at Rough Trade Record Shop, now working in 
freedom of expression NGO world. I hope my books are more than just the sum of the 
above and more than the sum of their words according to the schemata atop the header. I 
used to be a playwright, but then started writing more for dancers and physical theatre 



performers. I like a challenge and I like to move out of my comfort zone. Now I’m a 
novelist and am writing more ‘voice’ than I ever did as a playwright.  
Have completed 4 novels and decided to self/indie/POD one myself. “A,B&E” is now out 
available from Amazon, Barnes & Noble (edited for typo ‘Nobel’ – can clearly see where my 
mind is reaching for), you can sample the opening.  
“G” is probably unpublishable, delighting in tearing at the alphabet as it does and starring 
the human genome fielding the question of why we still procreate.  
“Thresholds” is a book with a lot of words told in silence and is a manual for those parents 
stood uselessly at the threshold of their child’s bedroom door and wondering how best to 
cozen an invite inside.  
“Not In My Name” is about home grown suicide bombers, internet grooming, identity theft 
and the paucity of protest outlets in democracies. ‘Politics’ is there no better word for killing 
the chances of publication than thee?  
“Dream Diaries Of an Insomniac” is in progress and considers schizophrenia and the  
English language… It promises to be even more unpublishable than “G” as it looks to boil 
down the language into just a 2000 word lexicon. Of course I shall employ considerably 
many times more words in reducing it down to such a pith.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
Marcella O’Connor 

 



 
 
Sana Raeburn 
I grew up in East Anglia, UK, which has some very flat countryside and marshland. I was 
never any good at practical subjects like maths and geography at school.  Instead, I favoured 
creative subjects like music and art.  However, I do remember my geography teacher telling 
me that one day East Anglia would be flooded.  When I watched the film 'An Inconvenient 
Truth,' I knew I had to write about a futuristic flooded world that only a true Muse could 
save us from.  Saffire Drake (www.saffiredrake.com) is the story of such a heroine, who 
eventually is welcomed into the creative world of Greek Muses, who inhabit dreamtime.  It 
is in Heliconia, the realm of the Muse and enchanting music, that she learns how the 
different strands of world myth are connected to her own reality.  I am currently recording 
some music inspired by my research, like The Saffire Drake Theme and Dreams. 
 

 
 
 
 
Lisa Scullard 

 
 
Compulsive writer and researcher Lisa Scullard, a.k.a. Voodoo Spice, has been writing fiction 
since the age of 'being able to hold a pen'. As well as aspirations towards publishing literary 
fiction one day, she has a leaning towards the absurd and humourous. "The Terrible Zombie 
Of Oz" mash-up is the result of a moment of forum graffiti, leading into a new follow-up 
series written from scratch (release date TBC). And like Dorothy of Oz, she has recently had 
a bit of a shoe phase. 
  
You can find Lisa at http://voodoo-spice.blogspot.com 
 
 



Barbara Silkstone 

 
 
When you’re a freelance writer with a quirky sense of humor, being in the right place at 
the right time helps a lot. If I just stand still for five minutes… wham! Something funny 
and worth writing about will happen to me. I’ve accidentally sky dived, been elected 
president of the Japan American Society (I’m not Japanese), been stalked by crazies, and 
ran off with a real life White Rabbit.  
 
I’m a single mother, living on the edge in South Florida. My writing history is diverse. I 
started an underground newspaper in grade school and was threatened with 
excommunication by the nuns. After being published in the horror genre, I was fortunate 
enough to take part in writing workshops with Stephen King, Robert B. Parker, and 
James Michener.  
 
I enjoy doing playful things with language, blending two distinct words to create a new 
word.  If I’m laughing out loud when I’m writing, then I know I’ve hit the mark. I’m 
working on Wendy & the Lost Boys, scheduled for publication in June. I laugh so loud 
while I’m writing that the neighborhood committee has asked me to move. 
 
For six years I traveled the United States listening to men reveal their darkest secrets for 
my book, The Adventures of a Love Investigator, 527 Naked Men & One Woman. When I 
was finished with my adventure, I realized the only man I should have interviewed was 
Lewis Carroll, unfortunately he was long gone. So I set out to pay homage to his logic by 
re-telling Alice in Wonderland in a contemporary setting. The result is The Secret Diary 
of Alice in Wonderland, Age 42 and Three-Quarters ~ a comedy mystery that takes place 
between Miami and London. 
 
Barb’s Wire - eBooks & More 
http://barbswire-ebooksandmore.blogspot.com/ 



 
Sarah Snell-Pym 
You can find Sarah at 
http://www.salaric.co.uk/?cat=29 
 

Rohini Soni 
Rohini Soni is not a poet. She is not a professional writer. She is self described as follows: 
"Manic. Mind like a buzzsaw eating, chewing up thoughts. Stressed and suicidal. Eyes 
bleeding. Jaw tightening and teeth grinding. Barely surviving day to day, struggling for the 
next breath. Hating every day of he rown existence. Otherwise happy and carefree like a 
good little desi girl." Rohini is a Hindu, a lesbian and sexual abuse survivor whose writings 
attempt to force readers to confront the uncomfortable details of abuse, the psychological 
dualism of embracing yet transcending the darkest experiences, and the quest for Self 
Actualization living in the sometimes opposing forces of Indian and Western cultures. She 
 
 

Sarah L Spencer 
 
My name is Sarah Spencer and I am an artist who graduated from Radford University with a 
Masters of Fine Arts in 2010. I graduated from Concord University with bachelors degrees 
in Studio Art and Graphic Design in 2006. 
I’m currently traveling back and forth from West Virginia and Virginia in search of 
employment as well as new artistic inspiration. 
Oil paint is my medium of choice but I also enjoy working with watercolors and drawing. 
I choose to create cyborgs in my work as a statement about the interactions of humans with 
technology. My influences are mainly derived from pop culture sources such as science 
fiction films and comics as well as fine art sources like the work of Roy Lichtenstein, Francis 
Picabia, Fernand Leger, and Remedios Varo. 

 
Does human dependency derived from technology make us less and less human as the 
current technological trends become more advanced? How can we hold onto our human 
nature while we are being forced to stay current in our modern world? What are we turning 
into? Is this infatuation with technology just another logical step in our evolution and the 
advancement of our kind–or is it bringing us harm? By gaining technology, are we losing 
ourselves?  
I explore these questions within my paintings. The relationship between humans and 
technology is represented through the form of the female figure. This figure is represented 
as part human and part machine. The two parts form a visual struggle, fighting for 
dominance over the figure. The balance between the two parts is essential. However, it is 
important for the figure to retain a certain amount of her humanity in order to show the 
viewer what is being lost. 
Holding on to what makes us human is important. It is what makes us unique and gives us 
compassion for others. Through my work, I hope that people can see that the human side of 
us is more important than the technology that we oftentimes become obsessed with. 
 



Anne Stormont 

 
Anne is a Scot, living and working in the Scottish Highlands. She is a wife, mother of two 
grown-up children, a teacher, writer and blogger. 
 
Anne was born in the ‘never had it so good’ fifties, became a teenager in the late ‘peace and 
love’  sixties, was a student in the ‘Cold War and anti-Vietnam’ seventies and raised a family 
in Thatcher’s eighties. So she saw and took part in times of enormous social change, 
especially for women. She blames her rebellious, subversive streak on the times she grew up 
in. 
 
Anne has travelled all over the world – every continent except Antarctica – where she must 
go one day as she has a penchant for penguins. South Africa, where she did a teaching 
exchange in township schools, Israel, where she has several friends working for a better deal 
for all its inhabitants, and Australia, where she went around open-mouthed -have made the 
biggest impressions on her.     
 
She has been a writer since about the age of four, when she did scribble writing, which her 
grandmother interpreted aloud as stories. This, along with telling her four little sisters 
bedtime stories after lights out - in the bedroom they all shared,  was enough to convince 
Anne of her own ability as a storyteller. 
 
Nowadays, Anne writes contemporary fiction. She published her first novel ‘Change of Life’ 
in 2010 She has  a second novel at the first draft stage, and it’s been put on the back burner 
to simmer and reduce down. Meanwhile Anne is writing her first novel for children. She is 
also a ‘staffer’ on the writing e-zine ‘Words with Jam’ and writes a blog called ‘Write 
Enough’. 
 
Her exhibits here at ‘Once Upon a Time in a Gallery’ are two stories from her Modern 
Fairytales collection. This collection started as a project with some of her pupils to update 
some our best known fairytales. Anne often uses story to get her pupils thinking, talking and 
of course writing. One of the main aims in the updating for Anne and her pupils, was to give 
the female characters charge of their own lives – for good or ill – and not to punish them for 
wanting it to be so. Thus the 21st century versions would mirror their much earlier 



counterparts, by having the characters dealing with life’s universal themes and facing 
universal fears with all the contemporary cultural means at their disposal.  
 
Anne’s favourite traditional tale is Hansel and Gretel, because it is Gretel who fights and 
saves herself and her brother from a truly gruesome fate. For this fact, she’s willing to 
forgive its characterisation of stepmothers as wicked and old women as witches. 
As well as being a bookworm, Anne likes cake, pink champagne, walking in the hills and 
being at the seaside. 
 
Anne would like to thank Dan and Eight Cuts for the opportunity to show two of her ‘once 
upon a time’ tales here. 
 
 

J S Watts 

 
J.S.Watts was born in West London, educated within sight of the BBC Television Centre and 
read English at Somerville College, Oxford. After a brief spell in the world of city finance 
she breathed a sigh of relief and joined the public sector, working in education for over 
twenty five years. She now lives and writes in Cambridgeshire, plays the French Horn 
(although not particularly well) and writes poetry, fiction and reviews which appear in a 
range of publications in Britain, Canada and the States including Acumen, Ascent 
Aspirations, Envoi, The Journal, Orbis, Polluto and Visionary Tongue and which have also 
been broadcast on BBC Radio. She is currently Poetry Reviews Editor for Open Wide 
Magazine and Poetry Editor for Ethereal Tales.  
 
Her debut poetry collection “Cats and Other Myths” (ISBN 9781907276644) is due out 
from Lapwing Publications in March 2011. It is a collection that finds contemporary 
relevance in the echoes of myth and legend and the mythic in the day to day world around us. 
Given truths are questioned and examined and if this means that dearly held beliefs are seen 
as the fairy tales they are, then so be it. These are poems of history and humanity, love and 
relationships, life and death and assorted things in between. Oh, and yes, there are also cats. 
Further details can be found on her website at www.jswatts.co.uk and if you are interested in 
reserving a copy, email her at j.s.watts (at) btinternet (dot) com to receive price and payment 
details. 
 



Alison Wells 

 
Alison Wells is the living embodiment of chaos theory being the mother of three boys, one 
girl. Is finishing Housewife with a Half-Life a serio-comic novel about a woman 
disintegrating across parallel universes. Has finished Random Acts of Optimism, (short 
stories) and is wordspinning literary and flash fiction novels. Shortlisted for the Bridport. 
Loves Dr Who, A-ha and the Arctic Monkeys. Writes like 'a naughty angel' according to 
Penny Goring. For thoughts and fiction, blogs at Head above Water 
(www.alisonwells.wordpress.com). 
 

Patrick Whitaker 
 
 
 


