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Fairytales are our foundation myths, reflections not just the manifestation of our own Freudian 
psychosexual neuroses but of the fears and aspirations of our communities. For diasporas 
everywhere they provide roots that creep back in time and place to a utopian or dystopian ancestral 
home. As the digital age pulls us increasingly into communities not just geographically dispersed but 
born in diaspora (and often, ironically, subsequently drawn together physically), fairytales will 
inevitably be recycled and refreshed to form the foundation myths of these new societies – ones that 
have no physical homeland, whose communal roots lie lodged in the internal, not the external, lives 
of their members. What better time to re-examine the way fairytales relate our individual psyches to 
our social networks, and ask: Have we reached a tipping point in the evolution of collective cultural 
consciousness, where we can opt freely in and out of communities, picking up and leaving behind 
their roots as we go? Are there any universal archetypes left? 
 
Once Upon a Time in a Gallery is a two month exhibition featuring words, art, and music by more 
than twenty international artists. The hyperlinked, flitting, rootless style of curation of this exhibition 
invites the audience to reflect on this rootlessness, and whether, when they find themselves lost in 
today’s dark forest, there is any gingerbread trail to lead them to safety. 
 
Tonight’s live launch show features work from nine of those artists, with five of them reading their 
pieces live, as well as music from three fantastic Oxford-based performers and a slide show featuring 
art from the exhibition. 
 

See the full exhibition from Feb 1st at 

http://www.eightcuts.com 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Words by 
Michele Brenton (Banana the Poet), Cody James, Harriet Goodchild, Dan Holloway,  

Svetlana Grishina, J S Watts, Peter Brooks, Ray Keenoy 
 

Music by 
Christi Warner, Dylan Gwalia, Kevin Jenkins 

 

Art by  
SARM, Katelan Foisy, Shannon Moran, Sarah L Spencer, Sarah Snell-Pym 

 
 



Michele Brenton 
 

 
Michele Brenton was born and brought up in Swansea, South Wales and shares her birthdate 
and birthplace with the slightly more famous and considerably more dead poet - Dylan 
Thomas. 
 
At the end of 2009 Michele rashly embarked on a mission to publish in twelve months a 
seven book paperback series of popular accessible poetry: Alternative Poetry Books - Yellow 
edition and Alternative Poetry Books - Pink edition are widely available as is the Blue edition. 
The Yellow edition actually reached number 31 in the UK Amazon Poetry Bestseller's List in 
December 2009. 
 
She would dearly love to be able to think of something interesting to put here - but the best 
way to find out about her is to read her stuff. It is short and has funny bits. Whereas this is 
only short. 
 
She can be found in various places on the internet: poetry4fun.blog.co.uk , poems-2-
share.blog.co.uk , banana.blog.co.uk , on Twitter as @banana_the_poet and on Facebook as 
Michele Poet 
 
 
 



Peter Brooks 

 
 
'Born London, travelled extensively, Peter S Brooks now lives and works in Cardiff. His first 
novel, The Alchemy of Chance, was published by Tangerine Tree Press in December last 
year.' 
You can find him at: 
http://www.tangerinetreepress.com 
http://tangerinetreepress.blogspot.com 
  
pshelleyb@googlemail.com 

 
Emma Dougherty 
 

Emma Dougherty is a UK based artist and animator who works with a range of materials 
including clay, found objects, stamps and digital art. 

She started out as a teacher, teaching herself Photoshop, Illustrator, After Effects, stop 
motion animation and ceramics in her spare time. She enjoyed it all so much that she has 
moved full time into running stop motion animation courses as well as pursuing her own art. 

Her prevailing fascination is with the Radcliffe Camera, Oxford, and portraying it in new and 
quirky ways. 

Her exhibition RAD Cam! runs from January 15th-February 13th 2011 at the O3 Gallery, 
and forms the backdrop to our show. She can be found at 
http://www.emmadougherty.com/ 



 
 

Marija Fekete-Sullivan 
Marija is the author of THE MERMAID'S DREAM, internationally illustrated picture book. 
You can find her at www.bestforwriters.com and sirenoteka.webs.com. 
 
 

Katelan Foisy 

 
Katelan Foisy is a visual artist who specializes in collage and acrylic mixed media paintings.  
Katelan studied illustration at Pratt Institute in Brooklyn NY and started her career in the 
communication arts shortly after graduating in 2001.  Her fine art pieces have been displayed 
at The Worcester Art Museum, Ohio History Museum, Mae West Fest, MODA, Museum of 
Contemporary Art DC, as well as the A&D gallery in London.  
Katelan's ruminative mixed media collages often evoke a gamut of emotion through the rich 
layers and textural combinations.  She is known to use herself as well as her friends in her 
pieces manipulating faces and bodies to create new characters.  This eventually lead her to 
create the They Be We self-portrait project.  Her illustration clients have included, The 
Grammy Awards, Out Magazine, The Progressive and many others.  Her collaged portraits 
and  mixed-media paintings have graced the pages of Scholastic Books and the walls of 
Young & Rubicam. Ensemble Studio Theater even had her work grace their stage.  She is 
the art-director for Constellation Magazine. 



In 2010 Katelan released her memoir Blood and Pudding, based on her teenage experiences 
with her cousin and boyfriend. She has read at the London National Poetry Society, hosted 
flash gigs in Oxford, and released "The Shaman" a spoken word piece with ABEARICA.  
Her writing has appeared in Constellation Magazine, Filthy Gorgeous Things, and the Red 
Umbrella Diaries. 
 
A natural empath and medium, Katelan created her own form of energy healing based on 
Native American techniques and applied them into her everyday practices as an artist, healer, 
and reader. She has been trained in traditional reiki and practiced both techniques as well as 
tarot at one of the largest Botanica’s in America before starting her own practice 5 years ago. 
That business eventually lead to her joining forces with Sherene Schostak to for Beneath the 
Half Moon.  She holds public circles with Sherene every month as well as classes and 
cleansing rituals.  Katelan comes from a long line of herbalists, mystics, and healers.  She is 
currently studying Afro-Cuban traditions under her Godfather Ochani Lele and is a 
confirmed child of Eleggua.  In her spare time she blogs, models, and tends to her garden.  
She currently resides in NYC. 
 
Artist Statement: 
 
As a teenager my cousin and I took road trips with no destinations.  We wound up at truck 
stops, coffee shops, graveyards, and the occasional prison.  During these trips I learned the 
art of collage, picking up whatever scraps I could find, and pasting them into my journals. 
 
When I moved to NY I became intrigued with the Beat poets and the erotic literature of 
Anais Nin.  These rich scripts and gritty streets provided me with the palate and textures that 
would become my art. But beneath the grit there was something pure. I adored wandering 
the blocks, ducking into churches to get one brief glance at the art painted across ceilings 
and in windows.  This gave me somewhat of a virgin/whore complex.  Later Dali and Kahlo 
became my artists of choice, and as I integrated into the city I became addicted to the street 
art displayed across the buildings. 
 
The streets continue to provide me with visual stimulation and as time progresses so does 
my work.  I’m interested in the layers beneath the city, the underground worlds, the pulse, 
and the beat.  I still take trips with no destinations, picking up pieces of memorabilia and 
pasting them into my art. And I’m still pretty sure somewhere along the journey there’s that 
pesky complex lying latent in the underlying layers.   
 

Harriet Goodchild 
 
Harriet Goodchild lives in Oxford and writes fairytales. She con be contacted through eight 
cuts gallery. 

 
Svetlana Grishina 
 
Svetlana makes absurdist installations out of words. 
 



Dylan Gwalia 
 

 
 
If David Lynch made albums instead of being a film-maker, they would probably sound like 
this" R2 Rock n Reel Magazine May 2010  
 
"This album deserves to be heard in its magnificent entirety. Ideally you should probably 
listen to it in a Victorian dive in Aldwych zonked out of your head on absinthe or shivering 
in a granite hovel in the Cairngorms." Colin MacKinnon, Music In Oxford 2010/2011 
 
"You're hypnotised from the off and only returned to the real world when the album 
finishes and you realise it's still daylight outside. Wonderful stuff a real discovery. Let's hope 
D. Gwalia is Oxford's to keep." Ronan Munroe, Nightshift Magazine 2010 
 

 
Helga Hornung 
Helga is an artist and illustrator who can be found at http://www.helga-hornung.de/ 
 



 

Cody James 

 
 
according to a man called william branham, 1977 was the year that armageddon  would come.  
it didn’t. in 1977 elvis died, and i was born.  
i grew up in the east of england,  
the south of france,  
the north of california,  
and the west of texas.  
i write because i need to tell you a story.  
it’s the oldest story in the world,  
it’s the only story in the world.  
cody james is the author of the book and zine, babylon. she is a writer, a filmmaker,  and a 
photographer; an ex punk and an ex meth addict; a satanist and a schizophrenic  
as a musician she has opened for marilyn manson.  
as a writer she has headlined at rough trade east  
on stage she is hypnotic, in person she is magnetic, on the page she is  
unforgettable; in everything she does she wages a guerrilla war on bullshit  
 
 

Ray Keenoy 
 
Ray Keenoy is a writer and spoken word performer, publisher of the Babel Guides and co-
organiser of the Jericho Sessions at Oxford’s Albion Beatnik Bookstore 
 



SARM 
 
Sarm is a French/Sicilian, raised in L.A, London-based Painter. You can find her at 
www.ilovesarm.com 
 

Shannon Moran 
 

 
 
I am a smut peddler from Brooklyn, photographer, burlesque performer and creative 
director. I have a foul mouth, dirty intentions and a workaholic approach to any project I'm 
involved with. I'm addicted to red wine, cuban heel stockings, sock garters and lawn 
flamingos. Chances are when talking with me, I am really just counting down the minutes till 
I get you naked. Currently I am working on a pinup playing card deck to support our Troops 
over seas called "Dollys for Troops", publishing my own magazine and working on a book 
of photography. 
 
Artist Statement:  
 
What if little Red Riding Hood went with the big bad wolf? What if she gave her self 
completely to all of the things she feared most? What if she longs for the wolfs touch for at a 
time weeks in regret and fear that it will never happen again? 
What if Cinderella has a thing for mopping floors? A thing for scrubbing on her hands and 
knees looking up at those who look down... 
What if Mrs. Fifth Avenue couldn't help but expose herself in winter air - to strangers and 
passersby from a lovers balcony? Pressed tightly against the iron railing as an icy chill clings 
to her nylons. 
What if we all disappeared into the black water? 
 
You can find Shannon at  
http://shittyupholstery.blogspot.com     www.Dollysfortroops.org   
http://filthygorgeousthings.com/vice/photo-i-get-you-naked 



Sarah Snell-Pym 
You can find Sarah at 
http://www.salaric.co.uk/?cat=29 
 

Sarah L Spencer 
 
My name is Sarah Spencer and I am an artist who graduated from Radford University with a 
Masters of Fine Arts in 2010. I graduated from Concord University with bachelors degrees 
in Studio Art and Graphic Design in 2006. 
I’m currently traveling back and forth from West Virginia and Virginia in search of 
employment as well as new artistic inspiration. 
Oil paint is my medium of choice but I also enjoy working with watercolors and drawing. 
I choose to create cyborgs in my work as a statement about the interactions of humans with 
technology. My influences are mainly derived from pop culture sources such as science 
fiction films and comics as well as fine art sources like the work of Roy Lichtenstein, Francis 
Picabia, Fernand Leger, and Remedios Varo. 

 
Does human dependency derived from technology make us less and less human as the 
current technological trends become more advanced? How can we hold onto our human 
nature while we are being forced to stay current in our modern world? What are we turning 
into? Is this infatuation with technology just another logical step in our evolution and the 
advancement of our kind–or is it bringing us harm? By gaining technology, are we losing 
ourselves?  
I explore these questions within my paintings. The relationship between humans and 
technology is represented through the form of the female figure. This figure is represented 
as part human and part machine. The two parts form a visual struggle, fighting for 
dominance over the figure. The balance between the two parts is essential. However, it is 
important for the figure to retain a certain amount of her humanity in order to show the 
viewer what is being lost. 
Holding on to what makes us human is important. It is what makes us unique and gives us 
compassion for others. Through my work, I hope that people can see that the human side of 
us is more important than the technology that we oftentimes become obsessed with. 
 

Christi Warner 

 



 
Award-winning poet and singer-songwriter, you can find out more at 
http://www.myspace.com/christiwarner 
 

J S Watts 

 
J.S.Watts was born in West London, educated within sight of the BBC Television Centre and 
read English at Somerville College, Oxford. After a brief spell in the world of city finance 
she breathed a sigh of relief and joined the public sector, working in education for over 
twenty five years. She now lives and writes in Cambridgeshire, plays the French Horn 
(although not particularly well) and writes poetry, fiction and reviews which appear in a 
range of publications in Britain, Canada and the States including Acumen, Ascent 
Aspirations, Envoi, The Journal, Orbis, Polluto and Visionary Tongue and which have also 
been broadcast on BBC Radio. She is currently Poetry Reviews Editor for Open Wide 
Magazine and Poetry Editor for Ethereal Tales.  
 
Her debut poetry collection “Cats and Other Myths” is due out from Lapwing Publications 
later in 2011. It is a collection that finds contemporary relevance in the echoes of myth and 
legend and the mythic in the day to day world around us. Given truths are questioned and 
examined and if this means that dearly held beliefs are seen as the fairy tales they are, then so 
be it. These are poems of history and humanity, love and relationships, life and death 
and the things in between. Oh, and yes, there are also cats. Further details can be found on 
her website at www.jswatts.co.uk  
 
 


